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‘The desire  

for God  
is written  

in the  
human  

heart…’ 

Where does the word ‘catechism’ come from? 
 Answer: It comes from a Greek word that means ‘to echo’. 
 

Essentially: The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) is a compendium 
of all Catholic doctrine regarding faith and morals.  It is separated into  
four sections;  
 The Profession of Faith; 
 The Celebration of the Christian Mystery; 
 Life in Christ; and 
 Christian Prayer. 
 

Why do we need the Catechism of the Catholic Church? (CCC) 
 Answer: Before the invention of the first printing press in 1450 the 

spoken word, stories and traditions were passed down through 
recitation and repetition.  
 The Church speaks of the mystery of God and to understand or to 
participate more fully in this knowledge the CCC offers a way into 
this mystery.  Each time scripture is read it develops a growth in 
knowledge of the loving and righteous God.  It is this desire within 
the human person to know the Creator, God the Father more fully.  
 The CCC draws its knowledge from those who have lived life in 
union with God and their knowledge and experience is why the CCC is 
a powerful aid in todays lived experience of God’s creativity.  It is a 
blueprint to understanding the depth and breadth that is on offer as 
each person is drawn to a deeper understanding and relationship with 
God the Father, Jesus Christ His Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 Those frequent questions that are asked: who am I?; where did I 
come from?; where am I going?  They reveal a yearning found deep in 
the heart to look not only outward but inward. 
 The CCC records the writings of the Doctors of the Church, those 
men and women who are known for their heroic life and deep love of 
Jesus and His life given from His birth to His death and the mission of 
His Church. All those who were called and given the distinction as a 
child of God by Baptism in the Holy Spirit, are invited to a deeper life 
lived with God the Creator, ‘God the Father life-giving energy and 
source of all creation.’(Inner locution) 
  

Why do I need the Catechism of the Catholic Church if I have the Bible? 
 Answer: There are many ways to grow in wisdom and knowledge of 

God.  In the CCC we find tools that will guide that quest.  As Jesus 
encountered the person, He saw their lives through the lens of love 
and mercy.  He opened the mind and the heart to possibilities of a 
greater understanding of God the Father through parables and 
stories.  
 The CCC puts the context of Jesus’ life in the context of the 
Apostolic Authority He gave to His Church, the catholic doctrine 
which is illumined by Sacred Scripture, the Apostolic Tradition and 
the Church’s Magisterium. The Church has been asked by Jesus to 
reveal the mystery of God in relationship to all of creation.   

 


